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The Chancellor's Suggestion of an
Intimate Conference.

Whether the President waits or not
or Count Czebnin'b answer before

delivering his rejoinder to Chancellor
von Hckti.ing, there Is no doubt that
the rejoinder ennuot yet be fully re-

sponsive to this suggestion:
"Mr. ItVNCiUAN In the House of Com

mons recently expressed the opinion that
we could net much nearer peace If re-

sponsible representatives of the belliger-

ent Powers would come together In an
Intimate meeting for discussion. I can
only agree with him that that would be
a way to remove Intentional and unin-

tentional misunderstandings and com-

pel our enemies to take our words, as
they are meant, and on their part also
to show their colors.

"Discussion In nn intimate gathering
alono could lead to understanding on
many individual questions which can
really ba settled only by compromise.

"It has been repeatedly aald that we

do not contemplate retaining Belgium,
but that we must be safeguarded from
the danger of a country with which we

edeslre after the war to live In peace and
friendship becoming tho object or the
Jumping oil ground of enemy machina-

tions.
"If, therefore, a proposal came from

.the opposing side, for example, from thei
Government at Havre, ne should not
adopt an antagonistic attitude, even
though the discussion at first might only
m uiiuuiuiuii.

The Government at Havre Is the
Belgian Government; King Albert's
Government.

It would be quite proper and en-

tirely natural for the President to
Inquire of tho German Chancellor
whether the preference his Releasing
speech seems to express for on In-

formal conference, "nn Intimate meet-
ing for discussion" between "rcspon-fcibl- e

representatives of tho belliger-
ent Powers," refers to a separate dis-

cussion with Belgium concerning the
Belgian question suqh, for example,
.as was recently held ot Brest-Lltovs-

with the Bolshevik "Russians over the
Russian question or to n general con-
ference, lullmnte If at first unbinding,
with responsible representatives of all
the Governments now fighting Ger-
many and her ullles.

Thcro Is nothing In the speech of
the German Chancellor to show
plainly that the Intimate discussion
lie has In mind, as a better method
tian long distance dialogue to test the
possibility of a consensus promising
tin honorable peace, contemplates any-
thing more than response to an Indi-
vidual proposal from. Havre. That
road to settlemcnt.of course, Is out
of the question. 'The Governments
opposing Germany In tho field must
all participate In any Intimate meet
ing Intended to discuss the questions
of war and peace. A clearer declara
tion from the Chancellor that he
means such a meeting and not merely

series of Brest-LItovslc- beginning
with Belgium, would enable the Presi-
dent to reply In a manner befitting
this nntlon's dignity and Its loyalty
to the other Powers associated with
It in the war.

The Reason for the Austrian Dig
satisfaction.

The reports from Washington yes
terday that the relations between
Germany and Austria-Hungar- y were
strained and that the two nations
wero drawing apart contain nothing
that might not have been expected
when the recent unmistakable cvl
denccs of dissatisfaction In the thiol
Monarchy nre considered: Austria'
Hungary has shown a different nttl
tqdo to negotiations for peaco from
thnt of Germany. Sho has opposed
Prussian aggression against their foes,
Prussian rapacity for territory and
German domination within Austrian
boundaries. She has opposed these
because she saw that sho was merely
being used ns n tool In extending the
power of Prussia. If she had nny
doubts at all that tho masters at Her-ll-

were determined to have a pre
pondernnce of power In Central Eu
rope, these doubts have been dispelled
by tho treatment of Russia.

Austria-Hungar- y took a small part
in the Brest-I.ltovs- k negotiations after
the first meeting. She practically re-

tired, as did also Bulgaria and Ttir

key, after General Hofmann showed
Germany's hand by his demands forj
Russian territory. The treaty with
Ukraine was more to the advantage
of Germany than to that of Austria?
for it erected along almost the entire
eastern, border of Austria and Hun-
gary a German vassal State that
would be little else than a financial
and commercial adjunct to the Ger-
man Kmplre.

By her present advance into Russia
Germany Is endeavoring further to
strengthen her position In tho East.
Her permanent possession of Cour- -

land and the Baltic provinces would
give her access to ports that sho has
long desired on the Baltic Sea. It
would make the establishment of a free
and Independent Polish kingdom Im-

possible ; It would make even the Po-

land which Austria and Germany had
so ostensibly planned n mere German
province. Germany's dominion In the
East would b unquestionably estab-
lished, while her ultimate success In

the war would make all the Balkans
and Turkey mere subservient States.
Austria-Hungar- y would thus be left
Isolated In. tho centre of n German
dominion, her position more depen-

dent and helpless than It Is now or
was before the war.

This Is a condition that nppeals
not only to the Slavic elements of
the Austro-Hungarla- n population, the
Czechs, Slovaks and Serbs, but to tho
controlling German population. Tho
Slavs may resent the heartless at-

tack upon their racial brethren In
Russia, but the Germans resent, a
Prussian dominance of which they
ennnoT-'h"utfe- they must eventually
become the victims. When In the past
Austria 'hns helped Germany fight her
battles 'Austria has suffered. She
helped Prussia defeat Napoleon, but
no sooner was France broken than
Prussia resumed the traditional n

policy which lind been In-

augurated by Fbeiieiiicic the Great.
Again In 1S04 Austrln aided Prussia
against Denmark, but no kooner hod
Prusla been nssured of victory than
she turned on her ally and deprived
her of her shnre In Schleswljr-Hol- -

stein. Germany's treatment of Austria--

Hungary In the present war bus
been recognized even by the Austriuus
them.selvcs ns the treatment of a vas
sal State by n dominant power.

That the Austrian people are weary
of the wur there Is no dutibt. It Is
equally true thai the powers at Vi
enna and Budapest are tired of wag'
Ing a war that promises even In case
of victory to result In tho Increasing
power of Prussia and the continued
subservience of Austria-Hungar-

Restore the State Convention.
i

The bill to amend the election law
and restore party nominating conven
tions In this State Introduced last
night In the Senate by Senator
Chables D. M.wrox as chairman of
tho special committee which has been
Inquiring into the whole question of
direct primary nomlnatloiM .provides
a reasonable ami well guarded scheme
for the roe?tabllthment of party pro-
cedure In this State on a sane and In-

telligent basis.
Under lte provisions, the electors

enrolled In a political party would
elect delegates to convention, and In
case they eo desired, pledge these del-

egates to support certain candidates.
Tho roll of the convention would be
made up by the Secretary of State
and reviewable only by the court
The evils of the temporary roll imd
its manipulation by the committee on
credentials would be done awny with
and the convention would consist oi
delegates owing their seats only to
tho electors of their party, and com
petent to speak the will of those elec
tors, after due consideration of all
th circumstances which should Influ

them in their conclusions.
This measure, or one based on the

experience and knowledge that have
produced It, which will accomplish
the object It Is Intended to attain,
should be enacted imil made operative
before the time comes to choose the
candidates for State office this fall
The direct nomination of candidates
at the primaries, complicated by un-

official conventions for the adoption
of informal platforms, lias proved a
mistake, and an expensive mistake.
It has failed to achlcvo the results
that were promised for It. The power
of tho bosses remains unimpaired.
The opportunity of public spirited clt
Izens to Impress their opinions on
their fellows Is circumscribed by the
physical or flnnnclnl limitations Im
posed nn their personal activities. The
opportunity for conference and coun
sel Is eliminated. The party voter Is
reduced to the necessity of deciding
whom, of several candidates for noml
nation, he shall support, without the
benefit of the advice and assistance
of his associates In distant parts of
the State, and his action tends to be
swayed, not by statewide needs, but
by the accident of local prejudices.

The State hns honestly attempted
to better Its conditions through direct
primary nominations. The effort has
been fruitless. The thing to do now
Is to restoro the State conventions,
nnd onee.more establish politics oh n
comprehensible philosophical basis.

Counsel for a Few Madmen.
Some of the radical politicians us

soclated more or less Intimately with
the socialistic propaganda In this com-

munity are holding meetings li dls
cuss the advisability of organizing In
this country a Red Guard to support
the Russian revolution. It Is not dis
closed whether that support is to
take tho form of attacks on the hour-
geolsln of the United Slates In their
homes or of an expedition of revolu
tlonlsts to tho detracted dominions
that wore once the Czar's mid may
soon be tho Kaiser s,

Wo should applaud and encourage
nny enterprise which promised to re
lieve this country for all time of the

revolutionists whose names appear as
Indorscra of the schemo contemplat
ing the formation of a Red Guard.
Undoubtedly their appearance In Rus
sia would be greatly to tho detriment
of that unfortunate land, but by the
time they reached Its shores" either
the Germans, the Japanese or the now
bewildered sane men among tho Rus-

sians would be prepared to receive
them In a suitable manner; and If
this were not the case, the addition
of a few more cutthroats to the popu-

lation would be a matter of small
consequence.

If, however, the design now under
consideration by these madmen pro
poses the formation of a private army
In the United States to reduce this
nation to the chaotic Impotence that
has been achieved by tho Bolshevikl
working In Russia on the foundation
laid by a corrupt and Inefficient des-
potism, it Is only fair to warn Its
promoters that such undertakings nre
contrary to the law of the land. The
formation of armies Is the preroga
tive of the State. Tho constitutional
right to bear arms does not Include
the right to amend or overthrow tho
Constitution by force and violence,
or to set aside Its protective pro-

visions through the operations of
mobs bent on rioting. .

We recall these facts for tho bene
fit of any crackbralned agitator who
may Judge the present temper of tho
American public to be as tolerant of
disorder, disloyalty and sedition ns
It has been ,ln the past. There will
be no lenity over hero for creatures
who may endeavor to shoot In tho
back the bruve men who nre defend
ing us "Over There."

The Independence of the Board of
Education.

We congratulate President Annum
S. Someiis of the Board of Education
and his associates In tlmt lniirtaiit
body on their announcement that they
do not Intend to remit to nny other
persons, no matter how respectable
they may be, their offtclnl function In
the selection of n City Superintendent
of Schools.

No matter how high the purpose
of any society or association, for
mal or Informnl. Interested In this
matter may be, the fact remains thnt
tho Board of Education must bear the
rosponlsbillty for the choice made,
and It would be liiiiK'titaMe, should
an unsatisfactory man be selected, to
have the officials of the sjftera In n

position Jn which they could take
refuge behind tin lrresorrsililc society
or committee, and attempt to clear
their skirts of blame by contending
that they acted only ns rubber stamps
In the transaction.

The present small Board of Educa
tion was created to centralize author
ity nnd establish accountability, if
Its acts merit applause we want to.

know whom to applaud; If they de
serve censure, we want to be able to
censure the delinquent Individuals.

If, for example, the board should
Induce Dr. John II. 1'im.kv to come
back to this town ns ir.tiager of the
most Important educational InsHtti
tion in the world, we shmild want
to congrntulato It on a triumph of
administrative enterprise; nnd we
should not like to lie told that In
reality some outsider deserved the
credit for such a notable contribution
to municipal well being.

The Lojt Mghtshlp.
On Iho first day of February, 1018.

he Cross Rips lightship In Nantucket
Sound broke away froip her anchor
age In consequence of the pressure
of the drifting Ice and was driven
before a westerly gale eatwan out
to sea. The vessel has never been
seen or heard from since her disap-
pearance In the Ice fields east of Nan-
tucket. Search has been mnde for'
her by revenue cutters and other Gov
ernment craft, but In vain. There
were six men on board and they had
provisions enough to afford subsist-
ence for two months, so there Is a
possibility that they are still alive;
but It Is announced thnt the authori
ties of tho Lighthouse Department
have about abandoned all hope of
finding the lightship or her crew.

Strangely enough, here was a vessel
well known to be exposed to just such
a danger as Hint which befell her, yet
which was unprovided with the obvi-

ous safeguards requisite to prevent
such a disaster.' The Nantucket In-

quirer and Mirror says:
"Sho had no power, no mast, no palls
nothing except a little, piece ot a Jib

which could be rigged to the forward
stay ; nothing with which to help her-

self when she broke adrift and assist in
keeping on a course or working her way
back to the coast."

There was no wlrele-- s equipment
on board nnd the Inst word from the
crew was the message signalled by
flags to the lighthouse on Nantucket :

"We have broken adrift and need
help I"

The Cross Rips lightship has long
been one of the best known lightships
ou thi) New England coast. The ves-

sel Is familiar to every visitor to Nun-tucke- t.

The steamer from New Bed-

ford usually brings her the morning
papers from the mainland, which the
purser tosses on the deck of the light-
ship ns tho vessels druw near one
another; but the package sometimes
gpes" Into tho sen.

It would bo Interesting lo know
why the Government neglects to pro-
vide for the safety of n lightship like
this, when It might be done with little
troublo nnd Inconsiderable expense.
The men engaged In such service
ought to ho protected to the utmost,
no matter what the labor or cost.
Every lightship liable to get adrift
should be ftiruUhed with siinVlcnt
power In propel her to n place of
safety in case of accident, and with
masts and sails and compasses, which
may be utilized If need arises. Here
there urpcars to have been a neglect
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to take any precautions whatever
against a form of misadventure that
was obviously liable to occur. Isn't
there anybody at Washington whoso
duty it is to look after such matters!
The crew of the Gross Rips lightship
deserve protection just as much as
those who are serving us in tho army
nnd navy; and If they havo lost their
lives in order to avert dnnger from
ours, their sacrifice Is no less worthy
of honor.

Wo hnvo Intimated that the break
ing away of the lightship ought to
hnve been anticipated. The fact Is
that a similar accident occurred to n
light vessel on the same station fifty
years ago. On December 27, 1806,
tho Cross Rips lightship In Nantucket
Sound parted one of her two cables ;

tho other broke the next morning and
tho vessel was blown out to sea. For-
tunately, however, the lightship was
provided with a mast and sails In

those days, so that tho crew were
nhle to navigate her to somo extent;
but she sprang a leak which compelled
them to abandon her on the third day,
when they were tnken off by n ship
bound from Boston to New Orleans.
They had been given up as lost when
word reached Nantucket of their res-
cue In February, 1807.

Somo similar bit of good fortune
may have befallen the crew of the
lost lightship of 1018. In nny event,
the facts we have mentioned demand
the Immediate attention of the Gov-

ernment.

Mr. Browning's Gun.
The light and heavy Browning ma-

chine guns operated on the Congress
Heights rifle range this week for the
Instruction of Congress and the public
generally appear to have the advan-
tage of comparative simplicity nnd
to function satisfactorily. They are
said to have stood up In a most
gratifying manner under severe tests
mnde by ordnance experts nt the

and the War Department re-

gards them as the mostteftlcIent arms
of their kind yet produced.

Mr.' Browning--, tho Inventor of
these pieces, Is nn authority of the
highest reputation, whose devices have
already been proved In sport and In
vnr. The public Is Justified In expect-

ing from him Improvements on the
guns heretofore produced, not only
because of his previous experience,
but also because he has hail at his
disposal the knowledge acquired in n
great war In which mnehlnc guns
have been used tinder conditions and
to an extent hitherto unprecedented.
Tho observers present nt the dem-
onstration in Washington were par-
ticularly Impressed by the few parts
used in the guns nnd the ease with
which they could be taken down and
reassembled, only one tool being used
In the process, and most of the work
being done with the aid of a cartridge.
Few parts make for ease In produc-
tion and standardization, and the fab-
rication of these weapons In great
quantities now going forward.

We shnll not Indorse the stntemcnt
so frequently repented that the
Browning pin Is tho best machine
rifle In the world; It must prove Itself
In service. But we hnve no doubt It
Is a good gun, probably as good as
any, certnlnly better than older
models, nnd wo hope thnt n tremen
dous number of them will sron be on
the western front speaking to the Ger-mn-

In the lnngunge that Berlin can-
not misconstrue.

It appears from tho RussHn sltua
tion that a Uol.-hev- government Is
one that In unwilling to protect those
who do not subscribe to its doctrines
and methods and Incapable of protect
ing thos who do.

Tho poet IUniNDRANATH Taoore has
been remembered here aa a philosopher
who demanded a good stiff fae for
giving us the opportunity to hear him
denounce materialism. Perhaps the
Department of Justice may be able to
provide a less amusing cause to beaaJ
him in mind.

Survey of the conspirators In this
country who easily filled their pockets
with German money does not inspire
confidence; In the Judgment of the Kal
ber's agents in picking subordinate
plotters.

The coming In of March Is more
l.mibllk" than llonllke, and the dread
dute of the great blizzard approaches.

IBID.

Another Call fr Information as to
This Much Quoted Authority.

To Ttrr: IJniTon ok The Sr.v .Sir: On
Sunday I rend In Tm: St'.v certain tjo

tatlons attributed to "Ibid," In a letti-- t

on Rabelais and John llartlett, and to
day my daughter, a student In the pub
lie school, akcd me who "Ibid" was, she
having come acroxs him In reading.

I told her that I knew little ot these
hlRh matters, but would ask you, who
of course know everything,

Brick Top.
State rf Island, February !8.

The Antiquity of "Shoo Fly."
To Tim Editor or The 8un Sir: The

song "Shoo Fly" was sung by the school-
boys In Newark during the war. I re
member It very well while attending the
high school In that city In 1S63-6- Those
who ascribe Its origin to 1S60 should net
their clocks hack i bit. (1. P. Weeks,

Washington, February 28,

TRADE BRIEFS.
Kltctrlc trolley ratems, harbor improve

merit una. shipbuilding plants ara being
plurtntd In Stavangar, Norway, American
supplies will ba ntedrd and tha Foralgn
and Domestic Commerce nurrau, Cuatom
House, this city, Kill sond to Interfiled
tlrma a llt of namea ami addreues of
englneera and constructors

Tha embargo nn exportattoqa of food

compound" an-- t'lonmarsarlnr may now ba
ahllpcil proper applications nre
made.

Tmde Journal ami catalotuea have been
aekeil for by Coneul-Ciencr- (I, Itavn-ila- l,

Nantes, France. A commercial read-
ing room Mill be catabllahed at

.& U4lli4t4.j.i,t tri .Tl itf? f.tU

SENATOR SMOdrS FAST DAY
PLAN.

Coirtooai SatfeiUoai of Otter FUni
CarUUe Its EiposlUoa Fall.

WAaiimoTOM, Feb. SI Able and ex
perienced, Senator Smoot of Utah
usually puta over anything he eUrts.
but ho failed In hli recently suggested
national fast daya following a rule,
ha explained, of the Mormon Church
which designates the first Sunday of
each month aa a day when tho mem-
bers of that church shall eat neither
morning nor midday meala. The
Mormon Church, Senator Smoot ex-
plained, gives what Is aawod by these,
fasts to a church relief eoclety. He
said that J'good physicians testify"
to a general health Improvement
noted as a result of faat observances.
He pointed out that a statutory
monthly faat day, saving two meala at
an estimated cost of fifty cents for
the two, would save the people of tha
nation 50,000,000 monthly. Tho Utah
Senator had proceeded thus far In his
exposition when he yielded for an In
terruption by Senator Borah of Idaho,
nnd then for half an hour or more
there was an Interesting discussion In
which Senators from East and West
courteously expressed opinions that
other things could and should done
beforo even a part day fast a month
should be made obligatory on all
people.

Senator Borah spoke for Improved
transportation, asserting: "We have
4,000 carloads of potatoes In our 8tate
that will perish within the next thirty,
or sixty days If means are not found'
at once for their transportation." He
added Ipsa specifically, "There Is also
any amount of corn that Is rotting
and wasting throughout the country."

Senator Smoot agreed as to tho lack
of transportation, but thought labor
shortage a great If not an equal evil,
saying: "When I was last home I rode
through miles of apple orchards and
saw carloads of applcH which had been
frozen on the trees" for lack of labor
to pick them.

Senator Oalllnger of Now Hamp
shire was In favor of soldiers' fur-
loughs in planting and harvesting
times for those who would volunteer
to help farmers, but ho suggested
another rpmedy which stirred up the
l'aclflc coast Senators. "But," he said,
I have another thought, and that Is

to get rid of the senseless opposition
to Oriental farmers and let us have
some of those men brought here; not
coolies, but real farmers from China."
He "presumed opposition of labor
unions would make that Impossible."

Senator Jones of Washington was
at onco aroused, "t do not feel," he
said, "the necessity of carrying out
the suggestion of the Senator from
New Hampshire. Independent of labor
unions, I am not In favor of that pro-
posal and will oppose it very strongly
until up get into moro desperate
straits than we are in now."

Senator Jones had a novel and
strenuous plan to avert tho labor
shortage evil and the Chinese immi
gration evil as well. Ho wanted Con
gress to "devise something" which
would compel men who now attend
theatre matinees to hike to the farms
and help to plant and harvest. "If
you stand in front of somo of the
theatres In this town," said the Pacific
coast Senator, "and other cities you
will find hundreds and possibly thou-
sands of men coming out of those
theatres, spending their time in thr
afternoon doing nothing,"

Senator Smoot announced that he
had drifted bills to force matinee
Idlers and others of their kind to go
to work, but upon submitting them to
"the best lawyers I could reach" ho
learned that "tho Constitution will not

How that to be done, under the pro
hibition against Involuntary servi
tude."

Finally it was recalled that the
Senate had passed and tho House had
In committee a bill "authorizing the
Secretary of War to grant furloughs
to soldiers with pay," a power he does
not now have. It was thought that if
this bill became a law soldiers in
rantonments would eagerly volunteer
for farm work at the prevailing IiIrIi
wages paid for such labor.

An Interesting discussion, sure'-- . In
which several other Senators besides
those mentioned here took part, and
nothing more Interesting was revealed
than the courteous way the Senate has
of sidetracking a subject It does not
want aired.

LINCOLN'S BEARD.

An Incident of His Trip to Washing-
ton to Tako the Oath.

To tub Kditor or Tus Su.v sir: 1

have a word to add to Information,
previously recorded In Tiik Sun, con
cernlng President Lincoln's beard wear
I tig. Tha same point has been treated
in the newspaper before, but I hnve
never seen tho following fact stated
Mr. Doyle has told your readers of the
first appearance of the beard aa In Feb
ruary, 1861.

If you will refer to any newspaper
which was Issued at the time of Lln.
coin's first Inauguration, containing an
account ot Ills Journey to Washington
for that purpose, you will nnd this Inci
dent related as having occurred while
ho panned through New York State.

Somewhere between Buffalo and .1
bany, I cannot remember the name of
tint place, lie stopped to make an ad
dit'ss a ml inquired whether a young lnd
whom he named was In tho audience.
Sho w.t a pushed forward by tit crowd
nnl then he told her that while his elec-
tion was pending be had received n. let
ter frdm her advising him lo grow whis
kers as an Improvement to his counte- -
nance, and she would see that he hud
taken her advice.

It might Interest your readers If you
would copy an original account of this
Incident. Hr.Nitr T. Hlake.

N'kw Haven, Conn., February 28.

Willing to Sent' as a Spy,
Waphinhton, Fell. 28. Uncle Sam

can have tho services of a perfectly
good fy If ho wants them. Peter Itlv
eri, aged 17 years, of Maple Luke, Minn,
saya no.

Writing to United State-- j Marine
Corps headquarters, Peter said among
other thing; "I'm too young to be a
sea soldier, but I be the best spy
you most ever saw. Send me along a
spy's badge and a Colt's .IS, and 111 go
right to work. I've read history, nnd
my only regret Is that I haven't nine
lives llko a cat so that I could give
them all lo my country."

In expressing appreciation of Peter's

eral yearn longer before tackling the
business seriously.

, Ilarblngt-r- of Hprlng.
from fae Hot Fpringi Bentintl-Rreord- ,

Droves of automobiles have come out of

Miifts to th We.t indlea has been re-- l rff(.r ()f K(.nl(.n ,ho Marino Corps
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WHERE "THE SUN" WAS BORN

Historical Data aa4 fletarei of Old
Hontet Called For.

To txb Eorroa or Th 8cn Sir: Th
paper I' setseUd to read after leaving
school and on "going to work" was
Thi Sun. That was In tha '70s. and t
am now still at 1L In tha last Sunday's
history I that you were at 223
William street In till, t find from a
business transaction at hand that my
father lived arid did business at M
William street In 1859 and thereafter,
and there one of his family was born.
Some time ago I passed there to look
at the building, and found a new ona
had been erected on which there Is a
bronie tablet stating:

This building was erected In th year
1IK. Tha dwelling heuee erected and
occupied by William Rhtnelander In 173.

Did this house stand at It 2, and
when was It rased? Where can I get
a picture of It? I also find on the Rose
street side a tablet stating :

This building atanda on the site ef the
Tthlnelander Hugar House, built In !'.and uaad by th Brltleh aa a prison.

When wan the Sugar House torn
down and how much of the block did It
occupy, and where can I get a print?

W. II. WIBTH.
Nw Yobk, February 28.

BEER AS FOOD.

BoialU of British flovenimeat la- -

qulrles Among Hart Workers.
To thb Editor or tub Sun Str: The

editorial article In your Issue of Feb
ruary 25 entitled "Bread and Beer'
would appeal to all reasonable persons
If It were not for the fact that It la
bated upon the mistaken premise that
malt beverages are, to all of us and
under all circumstances, luxuries, and
that tha materials that go Into the
making of such drinks are actually
"destroyed," to use your own phrase.

It Is true that to some of us bear
Is In Uie class of those luxuries which
may be given up when there Is the need
for conserving the materials out of
which It Is made. But to certain per
sons beer Is a positive necessary, and
this fact ought not to be Ignored or
slighted In any consideration of tho
measures necessary to enable our coun
try to 'do its proper and efficient part
In the war against Germany.

I have before me a bulletin of the
Bureau of Labor Statistics in this
country, reprinting the reports of the
several commissions which, under ap-
pointment of Premier Lloyd deorge, ln-v- c'

:ited the causes of "industrial un-

rest in Creat Britain" laat summer. It
la a singular and striking circumstance
that almoet all of these commissions
find that the shortage of beer Is one of
the chief causes of unrest among the
men who are digging coal, building
ehlp, making shells and running rail
roads, and doing other vital war work
in tho tinlted Kingdom.

The commissions discussed the short
age In tho several districts at great
length, and with at much gravity and
sympathy as they discussed such ques
tions of housing, food, hours of labor.
shop sj stems and the like. In the
strongest terms they put before tho
Govcrnmsnt the necessity of securing
an adequate output an.) equitable dis-
tribution of mailt beverages in order
that the workers of the United Kingdom
may be enabled to perform their very
necessary services during the war
period.

The patriotism' of the British wage
earner cannot be brought into question.
Ho has signalized It In a hundred ways
und by a hundred sacrifices, but he has
found that beer Is necessary If he Is to
endure the quadruple strain which war
has put upon htm, and his Government,
recognising this fact, has permitted s
material Increase In the restricted out-
put of malt liquor for his benefit.

The workers of the United States are
engaged on precisely the Fame tasks as
the workers of Great Britain, and their
necejialilr are precisely similar. If we
take away from the wage earner the
beveraue which enables him to endure
long hours before a furnace filled with
molten metal, or to carry heavy loads
or dme ponderous machines nt top
speed, we may be certain that his
phylctl strength will glc out under
the strain, and to that extent our out-
put of v..it supplies bo diminished,

Work of this chnracter cannot b done
with Ice water, tea, coffee or milk. A
great amount of liquid is demanded by
the systems of men thus engaged, but It
must not be such as to cause cramps
in the stomach or nausea. Beer Is the
only llqdld which satisfies the thirst
and causes no disturbance In the dlges.
tlvc system. Moreover, when it is taken
with food It Imparts to unappetizing
viands a zest which enables them to
be assimilated and digested, The worker
knows his need for beer, and he should
certnlnly bn consulted beforo the advice
of a lot of stall fed office men to do
away with It is accepted.

HSNBT ST. G. YOI'NH.
BnooirLYN, February 28.

The Salvage Corps.
To Titr Editor ok The SftlK Sir; Will

you kindly answer through the columns
of your paper whether or not the Sal
vage Corps, or the fire patrol as they nre
called, are considered a part of the New
York Fire Department?

John V. I'ooi.e.
Brooklyn, February 26.

The Salvago Corps, or fire patrol, is
maintained by tho fire Insurance un-
derwriters, and Is not a part of the
Ftrn Department.

"Tbe American Spirit Speaks."
Thirty mile south of the Scllly Isle..

IndePnlte spot, In a freezing aea.
That's Juat where the Jacob Jones went

down;
Torpedoed December 0th waa she,

A rlamnl poor rhunca for a f eta ay,
Amlrtililpx ripped by a blot from hell;

nut oe Joneny dipped, the boats swung
clear,

I'loatlnc about on the oriutn' stre'l.
Home never cot a chance to sttlm for

them.
Shot, allocked or trapped as their fin-

ish. Ha !

I ain't so aure but to ret It quirk
For emllnc It all's the nlcett ay.

"Cap" Bacley waa laat to Jump tha dcrk.
Gee! but 'twaa cold In the Icy ecu;

We both struck out, but I tell you strata ht,
It didn't look good for him or me,

All In, tha "Cap"; but.a good old mate
Swam with htm; lucky, a boat was near;

Hauled him aboard, gaaped, eplutterlnr
brine:

"Say, Cap'n, where do o to from here?''

Hitter throughout, but In placea rlrht,
For ba called the turn, illd Kipling,

when.
Bumming Amerlean plrlt up.

Then phrusea dropped from his nrltlah
pen :

"lirulaved, Illogical, elate.
He greets th' embarrassed rode, nor fears

To shake tha Iron hand of fat
Or match with deetlny for been."

EnWASD CotVitP.

WHAT ENGLAND
FRANCE SINCE

An of .the Moat Important Work of British Individuals and

Societies, Also of Government Activities.

' To our akiter republic France tho
sympathy of the whole great American
Republic, went out abundantly long be-

fore we became her ally. But to Eng-
land, our mother country, to whom wo
are bound by tlea far more tnttmato
than those of a similar Government,
the sympathy ot the United States hns
been extonded In full measure only
since our entrance Into the war.
France received tho support of Amer-
ican sympathy and American money,
both' In the United States and on tho
part of Americans living: In France, to
an extent hardly yet realized, and for
this reason tt will be Interesting for
Americans to know what England also
ho dons for France.

At the beginning of the war tho
French Embassy was besieged with
requests. to aid the French wounded,
and as a first result the Comite do
Londre do la Croix Rouge Francalso
was formed with the French Ambas-
sador as president, but with the great
majority of workers English. "France's
Day" was celebrated on July 14, 1915,
with a collection of 122,484, on tho
same day in 1918 with 1100,381, and In
1917 with 176,000. These sums, how-
ever, represent only a part of the great
contributions mado through tho com-
mittee. Motor cars were given In large
numbers, individuals maintained, at
their own expense, canteens In France,
and more than 7,000 English subjects
have gone to France to work for tho
French wounded and destitute.

Furthermore, about twenty-fiv- e hos-

pitals, with a total of nearly 3,600
beds, have been equipped by Great
Britain and managed by English
staffs; three Sections Sanltalrcs Auto-
mobiles have been equipped for the
French front, working so successfully
at Verdun and elsewhere that several
of tho motor drivers havo received "La
Croix do Guerre," moro than 200 can-
teens havo operated In tho war zone
and more than 600 motor cara and

havo worked In all partH of
Franco for the transportation and
alleviation of French wounded. Be-

sides these ordinary cars and am-

bulances the "Comite Hrltannlque'' (as
It Is now called) has provided thir-
teen specially constructed outomoblles
equipped with y apparatus, and
two fitted as dental ambulances, for
work on the French fiont, besides onn
bacteriological automobile laboratory,
and forty "balns-douches- which pro-
vide eight men at n time with a hot
shower bath. In addition to this tho
"CnmitG dc Londron" acts as the ren-tr- al

bureau for the despatch of food,
clothing, Ac, from England to French
prisoners In Germany, and of comforts
through "L Paquetage du Combatant"
to French soldiers In tho trenches and
to French sailors who are guardlnc
the Channel.

Quito as Important as tho abovn
fields of activity Is the relief of the
civil population In the occupied and
reconquered provinces. Tu this end the
comlt? has Installed and equipped a
hospital of 300 beds, has sent and is
.ending large funds to aid various
French societies In giving Immediate
relief to the refugees, has despatched
numbers of fruit trees, nntl Is making
an enormous effort to combat the
ravages of tuberculosis among the
French soldiers by equipping u hos-

pital and colony, permanently en-

dowed, for the treatment of such cases.
Tho French Flag Nursing Corps,
which provides fully trnlned English
nurses for French military hospitals.
Is entirely maintained by tho Comite
Hrltannlque.

Next to the work of this Croix
Rougo committee perhaps tho most

THE SPEEDWAY.

To What Extent Could It Bo Made

More Usefnl to the Tenple?

To tiik KiiiToa or Tin: Sun Sir. "F. '

It V." advances ono good reason why

the Speedwuy could not be used b gen- -

eral traffic, namely, the nature nt the
roadbed would not permit tho
of heavy traffic, trucking, motor buses,
ftc. He states: "In a very short time
the roadbed would sink and the road
be put out of repair."

Although the "Speedway bill" provides
for tho oponlng of the thoroughfare to
general traffic, I don't think the word
general'' l Intended to be interprets!

literally. How can It be? Others be
sides "F. H. V.." probably Assemblj mnn
Amos himself, the Introducer of th'
measure, realize the Speedway It no
place over which to have heavy truck!-an-

wagons rumbling. Certainly, thr
roadbed would soon crumble under the
weight of trntfio of this description, and
rather than have this happen it would
bo better to keep It closed to nil but
harness horses.

But the Speedway could be used with
profit and pleasure by nutomobillst!.
who are now barred. If opened to
pleasure cars only there would be lltt'c
danger of the roadbed sinking Its
beauty would not bo detracted from by

this class of automobile!". Even the
rocks that form the cliff on its north
side, which "h II V." mentions, would
bo In no dnnger of being hhaken out if
their places; the vibration would not be
BUttlclent.

Heavy trucks, either horse drawn or
motor, have no place on the Speedway
and nocr will have place. Hut there Is
no good reason why harness horses
should monopolize It. The time has ar-

rived when It should be thrown open to
pleasure vehicles of every description.
Why delay; It will be opened sooner or
later, why not now? W. It.

New YoitK, February 28.

The Migrations of Tony.

To TUB KDiTon or THE Sl'N Sir. Mr

Frnnk Dumont Is In error when he says
that Tony Pastor left 201 llowury for
Tammany Hall. Tony Pastor lift 201

Howery for 585 Hrondway nnd left tliti o

for Fourteenth street.
s L. Pools.

SliiKi'sitHAU Bat, February 2i,

Price Fixing as to Cotton.

To tiik EoiTon ok Tn a Buk Sir: I'oor
"Hoacon Hill" I Does ho not know that
the Southerners now In power In Wash-Ingto- n

are running things to pleawe
themselves? Whero has hn been' all
thlR time? It. L- M.

Nsw York, February IS.

A laJie Idea Corrected,

from te Jforalon IndrpciutcM

,u e In paklnR nf Hi"
rise In th" price nf maple syrup

ami sucir ) without ilouht It Is due
to the high coat ut fording tha maple treei.
Tha poor nah that wrote that undoubtedly
thinks that maple sugar grows on trco
like hickory cuts.

HAS DONE FOR
WAR BEGAN.

Enttnentlon

Important effort hns been made b.--

the French War Emergency Funi,
with tho Duke of Connaught nn lu
president, nnd with the primary

of helping tho French mllllaty
hospitals. This "Fund" has sent about

188,000 In money and 75,000 In gifts
to supply French soldiers with iiece-sarl-

and comforts they would other,
wise, havo gone without. Tho dele-
gates visit tho hospitals and verily
the actual needs before sending sup-pllo- s,

which include beds and bedrttnt.
clothing, surgical Instruments, drug,
dressings and hospital requisites nf
every kind. In this way 1,200 French
hospitals have been supplied with n

total of moro thon 17,000 bodes con-

taining nearly a million and a quarter
articles. Latterly the "Fund" has n

reconstruction work In a part of
tho Sommo district comprising thirty
villages officially placed under Its en
by tho French authorities. Houses
have been built and furnished, nnd
articles of clothing, as well as seeds
nnd farm Implements, have been sup-

plied to enable the peasants to
life on their own soli.

Amopa tho many efforts of England
to oxprcr.s her sympathy for France-- .
too many Indeed to enumerate msy
bo mentioned the relief committee of

the Society of Friends, tho convales-
cent homos and maternity hospital,
and the numerous smaller societies
through which English men and wom-

en hnve. given In a hundred ways their
thought, time, work and money for tho
relief of Franco since the beginning of
tho war.

All the contributions above men-

tioned may be summed up as the
heartfelt expression of sympathy of
English people for the French, but far
more Important havo been the service
rendered by tho .English Government
on behalf of tho nation, the British
national effort, naval, military, eco-

nomic und Industrial, which represents
Great Britain's contribution to tha
common cause of tho Allies a con-

tribution by which Fnince, of course,
has enormously lienetlted. The mer-
cantile, commercial and Industrial ac-

tivity of Great Britain, on a scale so
prodigious that figures loso all mean-
ing, has rendered immense services in
Franco. Indeed, without It Fran on

could not havo continued the war, for
sho coufd not otherwlso havo been
furnished with the supplies Fhe, mo?t
needed. Between August, 1914, niul
December 31, 1317, sanction wn
granted to the French Government
through the "Commission Interna
tlonalo de Ravltnlllement" for goods of

various klnd-- t to a total vnluo or more
than 22S, 000,000.

The above, though not a gift to
France like the work done by the Eng-

lish committees of the Croix Rouge
nnd tho War Emergency Fund, may
be fairly considered ns a service ren-

dered to France by Oreat Britain, a
service of the greatest magnitude and
of Immeasurable Importance.

This simple statement of fact Is pre-

sented tn tlif publlo by an American,
who, whilo recognizing the splendid
service, nnd noble, hncrlflco wlitf't
France has mado to the whole cauo
of the Allies a debt which can never
bo forgotten nor repaid realize at
the same time, from a careful study
of the subject, the magnificent gen-

erosity, both national and persona',
voluntarily Incurred and cheerfully
undertaken, which England hn.i shown
to Franco nn a hcale unparalleled In
tho history of the world.

MONCL'KR RnntNSON.
Nr.w TonK, February 28.

OUR COMMON SPEECH.

All Iirnw l'rnm the Well of Knpllh
Drilled or rndelllcil.

Tn tub Editor or Tin: Si'N Sir In
"Tho .American Tongue' In Tin: Si
Mr. Hlrhard 1' Head treats of thfs-- t

"Important particulars"
Ilorrowlns'. abetting, pronunciation, eP'lt

tnRnltlvr, Tolce Inflectl-m- , Mlont. rct
ayatema of alang, dialects and loeallsma.

Mr. Itead'ei "borrowings" and olhe"
"Important partlcularei" are In nil gteal
English dictionaries, Including "Web-

ster's Dictionary of the English Un- -
lage." tlierefme his "Important par-

ticulars" do not furni pa t of an "Ameri-
can" lant,'unK'.

I.Ik., all -- mlnent Web-

ster gives credit for twirds nnd phr.iMS
borrowed f:om oihor languages.

"SpnolH nf thread" were and are sold
In ever) British town.

Webber Kites "honor" and "col"- '

with and without "u ' ; "humor," on

sa, "is writtten abo 'humour.'"
For pronunclatlot , s his en

authority, Webster shows several n n-

authorities, including Smart, M.i.ne ,

Cull nnd ("nnley.
The American philologist, author and

critic Hlrhurd Grunt Wlilto does n 't
"regard the spilt Inflnltitc w.th -

horror." Wlilto says, "lay
gramma rless tongue"; ' i; r . a

nti'iint and uselcsr si Mil- ' be'ie
it Is the dutv of ' ' piomptlr
split"' rueh puris's
I.lndley Murr 'h.iadc.ph a

Quaker gramm in
The greatest w 'r.s in tint Englfh

speaking world d and dn use the fpl '

lnilnltle V. alter S.ott says ho "neter
learned gi a'i-n- ir

What has ' volte Inflection" to do w.

the name n' mi) languago.' And "dt'
ference in idiom--' ; Webster tells u tbu'
"the Rre.-t- t Idioms of the language, at
cvct where thg same"

According to Walter S.ivngn I.uudo

fver) good w Iter has imi'll Idiorn
"Useat sjftcms of slang," tn quote ,r

cnriespiindeut : SUnc jre.u l;n ,.t.

Giant White 3;.s, "nl.n.i; i jw c a s

ami ulK.ir."
if he could do It. wouldn't It Lot'-- '

for Jack to borrow f 3 from .It in than '

"ghe him a tench" or tn "tmj-- hint
five'".' "f cojrso if Jatk does burro
money from Jim. Jack may forget "
neverthelest tlio boi rowed money t
Jim's money

tin It la with words. Borrowers "nt
uso them, bt.t the borrowed words bclt-n- t

to the languagn or languages from
nn) borrowed.

Ah to "illah-tit- and loMllsmK ' a,

Texan t two EnglMi words wl,- !

bo. ills of :he "I 'two '

The Yank-- e lvtrhcman who saty
father learned me to rldn a n.t. e '

l.malii a' Mtura.v and t

"o" In ho se
Tho co kret oabimu nitre, tt

iiQiint'c.1 a few words when he ar
his feeble "fare,' "With otiesplta, 1

ye lolke f bo tuk to In cant u' h.tccl-dent-

JoHttrn 1,. Jloni-s- .
UKOOKLTNj February i.


